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Reckon my ſelf very much oed by your Lordſhip : 
Letter, defiring me to write you an Account of that hor- 
'Tible Murder eommutted in Pirtenmem; I doubt not, but by 
this time, your Lordſhip has ſeen the Gentleman 8 Letter to his 


oY Friend thereanent: I refer you to it, the Author "thereof be- 
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ton, beg 


by, fall be by way of 


* Miniſter's unwarrantable impri oning, and bar rbarous treating 


ing ſo well inform'd, and ſo ii 


enuous, that I'll aſſure you 
there is nothing in it, but what s generally talk d, and belie- 
ved to be ue. 


Al I Cn Contribute 12 5 Lordſhip's rler, 
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arxative e Bayllies and 


ot the Poo Momen. a Ty) 
'T need not Write ITC” VO — Lordſh 


24 Chatater 0 a foes <a Mor- 


now ſufficient! | 
It Wagupba bis Becuſation allegna 


lies impriſaned theſe poor Women, 25 A Bus of drunk. 


en Fellows about them; Who by pinching and Pricking ſome 
of them with Pins and Elſtons, kept them from ſleep for ſe- 


8 Ne 
- Be: Ps 


e 455 Ask d them; ; whereby they 


737 
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Wnt Da vy 1 apd Nights together ; the Marks whereof were 
verals None cfercafter; tliis cruel-Ufage made 
em learn to be ſo wiſe, as 8 eee 
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Baillies Well pleas d, And inves | better — 21 

Nothwichitanding af all this, ſome of the more Fooliſh 6] 
.,contipyed, as the, Miniſter fgid, bardened. in the Deny . 5 
VICE, ch as White, Jact, ee, ee ortiers 
Alt icli, five the fir ff, . e er "to the . 
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ye it no harfner Term) being too much encouraged by ſe- 
erals, and particularly by the Miniſter's reading fo hini the - 


Caſe of Barr engarran's o after a won - 
181 


his Tormenters, ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable Mens Wives in the Town, but ſuch as the 


Miniſter and Baillies durſt not venture to impriſon. By this 


Four Lordſhip may ſee; it was only the weakett chat went 
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2.3 
Morton à. Cheat, informed the Privy Cou 
#Fnt an Order to fend Patrick over to them. 
Ihis Turn being given; and Patrick finding, that things 
were not likely to go fo favourably with him as he before 
fancied, began to draw to his Breeches; and in a ſhort time 
recovered his former Health, in which he ſtill continues. By 
this time the Baillies began to be as earneſt in emptying their 
Priſons, as ever they were forward in filling them: 80 after a 
long and ſerious 
that their laſt Step might be as illegal as their firſt, obliged: * 
each of them to pay the TowWn- Officer, the Sum of 8 lib. Scots: 
Ip pay which, ſome of them were forced to ſell ſome Linnen 
they had reſerved for their Dead-Shirts-and W.ynding-Sheets.. 


 Barrangarran's Daughter. | TI 
_ © Obſerv..zd. After ſo much Unjuſtice done theſe”, Wo- 
men, che Baillies and Miniſters obliged them to pay de Town: 1 
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od Senſe and Reputation, came to Pirrexweem, where: finding 
e poor Women's Confeſſions nowiſe por and Patrick. 
nc: thereof, Who 


tberation, they ſet them at Liberty: But 


I beg your Lordſhips further Patience a little to read theſe 


few following Obſervations. - 0b/. Iſt. The Baillies and Mini- 

ſter ſent and brought ſeverals of theſe Women from Places 

without their Juriſdiction; one from Anffrathe 
from the Country at 6 Miles diſtanſſeſmee. 
- ©  Obf. zd. What Good could the Miniſter propoſe to Barrizh - 


„ and another 


Mortow by reading to him the Book Intituled, The.Caſe;of 
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2s chis poor Womans Murther was not the firſt, neither. will 
* ;1t be the laſt, unleſs by ſevere Puniſhments prevented. 


Miniſter and Baillies? The reaſon is, becauſe during all this 


Narrative he exercis'd more of the Civil Authority than anyx 


of the Baillies, and ſa. continues to do, as you may fee by this 
following late Inſtance. . %% Fe 
The Baillies of Pittenweem being conveen'd before the Lords 
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form' d, gave in to them a ſubfcrived. Account of the Murther.; 


the Miniſter ſet them at liberty: This I think is exerciſing 


ay, he did it by the Magiſtrat's Order left behind them; 
then L. think the Magiſtrats ere mightily in the wrong to 


.knew to be falſe. 
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tte reſt of the Lords of the. Priyy Council's Conſiderations: 
And it would be the height of Charity, to fall on a method tio 
1 boblige the Miniſter and Baillies to refound.it'ſeven-ſfold. * 

00, 5th. One Thomas Brown the only Man accuſed by Pa- 

«trick Martoun, and impriſon'd by the Miniſter and Baillies, af 
«ter a great deal of hunger and hardſhip, died in Priſon. So -. 


906% sth. The Baillies in a manner juſtified theſe two Mur- 
: thers by their not allowing them Chriſtian Burial, bnt bur- 
'- _ .rying them like dogs, ſcarce covered them from the ravens. 
WE 0 lech. You may wonder why all along I ſhould fay the 


of Privy-Council on the 14th or 15th of February, I am in- 

and to juſtify themielves, aſſert they had impriſon'd ſeverals 
- - ofthe Murtherers before, they. left Pittenmcem. It is very true 
they did ſo, but they were not long from the Town, when 


{ the Office of a Civil Magiſtrate. Perhaps the Miniſter map 
5 {<a in to the Lords of the Privy-Council an Account they | 


| ' My Lord, This is not the tenth part of what may be faid 
] upon this Subject; I hope ſome other Perſon will be more 
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| Tour Lordſpips moſt humble Servant. | 
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he did ſee them and know them: And from eas; to time, 8 


Witches, they wete 
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Friends in Edinburgh. „ 7 


Sickneſs, pretended that Witches were Tormenting Him hat 


he declared ſuch and fuch Women to be 
by Order of the Magiftrats and. Miniſters of Pirtenvetim, 


i 
 prehended as ſuch, to a very conſiderable Numher, and * 
Into Priſon. 1 his 'Man'by his odd Poſtures an Fits, Which 


10 


ſeemꝰ d to be very Surprizing at firſt, wrought himſelf into ſuch 


-a Credit with the People of that Place; that unleſs the Earl 


of Rothes, our Sheriff, bad diſcover'd his Villany, and diſcou- 


raged that Practice, God knows how Fatal ſt m 


might have 
-prov?d to many Honeſt Families of Good Credit an Reſpect. 
Sir, However, at firſt many were deceived, yet now all Ven 


of Senſe areaſham'd for giving any o edit to ſuch a Perſon. 


But how hard it is to Rootout* bad Gig wa, once Eſpous'd 


by the Rabble; and how dangerous à Thing it is to bo” at 

hes Mercy, will Ta by the Tragital Account I give you. 
omen Janet Corphat. 

After ſhe was committed Priſoner to the Tolbvoth, upon'a 

 Suipicion of her being a Witch : She was well. guarded With a 


Nmuber of Men, Pinching her, and pricking her 
with Pins, kept her who by 7 f 


ning her with preſent Death, Unleſs? ſhe would confefs her felf 


upon the e Subje&t, who found themſclves excectling] difa 
Fade The Viſcount of A hen ing in Fs 
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18 ucxcdingly Sprint with this | 
ſhort a Juſt Account I give you, of a moſt Barbarous  - 


Murder committed in Pittenmeem the 30th. of 74 4 ta ft. 
One Peter Morton a Blackſmith in that Town, after à lo 
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Guilty of Witch-craft, Which at laſt ſhe did. This Report 
ſpreading abroad, made People curious to Converſe with her 
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Staff, ten 4825 DIE 125 1 utli. The LES! her 

how She came to ſa ing that was. not true; she cry | 

bur, Alas, alas, 1 be — 4 to ſay 757 to 5 thes Mini fer and 125 — 
4 And i in the meantime, she beg'dfor Chriſt's Sake not 
got to. tell that She e had beben ſo, e 558 would be. murderéd. 

1% tine, en the Laird of Glenag ies and Mr. Bruce 5 
Kinroſs were tellin W needed not 1 what the) Were. 
* her,, for She ad confeſſed as much 20 would in allibly 

- he cried” out, God forbid! And to one of the two. 

e id, hat from which he might rational conclude, She 


72 A $be had AFJurance from. the Miniſter, } er Life Should. 


not be 8 28 . 
A little before Uarveſt, Mr. N of Kith flow a Writer to i 
the Signet being in Pirtenmeem,. Mr. Robert Cee. Advocat y Welt 
Un Rus 0 Priſon to ſee this 1 po r Woman; Mr. Cook- „ 

' mong other Queſtions ask d her, i £77 had not Tenounced her 
;Baptilm to the Devil; she anſwered, sh never renounc'd her 
Wok but to the Miniſter.. Theſe were her Words, What 
g. meant by them, I know not. The Miniſter having got 
e of this from Mr. Cook, he ſent for her, - and in pre- 
ſence of Mr. Cook and Mr. N in the Church, he threatned 
* very ſeverely, and commanded the Keeper to put her in- 
tg ſome Priſon by her ſelf under the 'Stceple, leſt (as ke faid ) 
1 Should Rin ie thoſe Who had confeſſed, The Kee : 
her into a Priſon i 55 which was a Low Window, out of 245 
i Was obvious that any body could make an elende, and ac- 
e ly he made her eſcape that Night. 70 
Next hay wien they miſsd her, they made a very pi 
pawl 15 an! e ar 1 


ſhy 32 i diftne from! ee 7 Tappre end hes, © 
mk i Priſoner, under . WO Men, 0 +5 
zothr of January, to: Mt. Cowper Mini itienweem, With- 


E giving any Notice ihe Magifſtrates * the Place. Whe 
Se 


do Mr) Carper, Ihe ask'd him if he had an thing to. 
ay to er? he anſwered, No,. She could get Lodging in ngo 
Houle; but With ene Nicolas Lawſon, one of the Women that A 
had been called Witches. Some. ſay a Baillie put her there. 
The Rabble hearing ſhe was in Town, went to Mr. Copen, 
ende ask d him what they ſhould do with her? He told them 
he Was not Concern'd, they miglit do what they pleaſed with 
| ts r. They took: k Encouragement from. this, to tall upon the, © 
poor Wofian, thoſe of the Miniſter's Family going along with 
im, as I hear; they fell upon the poor Creature immediat- 
8 and beat her unmercifully, tying her fo hard with a Ro 175 
at ſhe Was almoſt rangi d, . dragg d her through 92 
Streets, al 1d alen ſt the Shoar by 5 —— 8. > Als 1 „ 
ofa Rabb ble near his Stair, came out upon them, w 
them neden dilappear. But the Ma, 12 thn met 
2 not taking Care to put her into cloſs Cuſtody, for 
Safety, the Rabble gathered again W and 
al: a { Wh betwixt a Ship and the Shoar, to a great 
height, to which they ty'd her faſt; after which they ſwing ' d 
3 fro, frgm one ſide to another, in the mean time 
rowing Stones at her from all Corners, until they were wea- 
Then they loos d her, and with a mighty Swin threw - 
| her upon the hard Sands; all about being ready in the mean 
time to receive her with Stones and Staves, with which they | £4 = 
| bear her molt cruelly j her Daughter in the time of her Mo- »> — | 
ther s Agony, tho lle knew of it, durſt, not adventure co ap- "WM 
ar, leſt PA Rabble had-us'd ner aſtet the ſame manner, 
eing in a Houſe, in great Concern and Terror out of Natura! BW 
2 on 1 pip er.: e ee De was _ -j 
inform'd in the fieſt Eu. ey laid a heavy Door u 8 
with which 5 rel her her 0 | gr ſhe — out, 01 herr 
955 for e ke, and The would tell the Fan But when in 4 
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made him drive over her Cory hackwatd ad forward exera 
times. When they weve ſufe {he way Killed outright, the 
dragged her miſerable Carteais to N .Lowjon's E 
where they firſt ound her. ne” 
_ © Fhepe was a Motion made tò treat Nicolas Le 
ſame manner immediately: But fome of them bei 
wich three Hours Sport, 4s they called ie, faid, It 
better to delay her for another Day's Divertiſemen 
the all went Off FE * . 1 25 ROTOR 
Tr is faid, That Mr: Couper, id a Letter 40 Mir. Gen, 
gave ſome Riſe to all this: And Mr. Cowper, to vindicate him- 
telf, wrote to Mr. Gordon; whoſe Return ſays, if he were not 
my to Lan he would give him a Double of his Letter. 
rs ſtrange, he ſent him not the Principal. In the Poſtſcript he 
aſſures him, he ſhall conceal it to Meeting. 1 
ITis certain, that Mr. Comper preaching: the Lord's Pay im- 
mediately after in Pittenmeem, took notice of the Murder, 
which at leaſt makes him guilty of ſinful Silence. Neither did 
Mr. Gordon, in his Letter to Mr. Camper, make any Regrate for 
it: And this ſome canſtrue to be a Juſtifying of the horrid 
% ¾ ¾§;d ß 
Mie are perſwaded, the Government will examine this Af 
fair to the bottom, and lay little Streſs upon what the Magi- 
ſtrares or Miniſter of Pittenweem will ſay to ſmooth over the 
Matter; ſeeing it's very well known, that either of them 
could have quaſh'd the Rahble, and. prevented that Murder, 
if they had appeared zealous againſt it. x 3 
I am ſorry I have no better News to tell: you. Gop deliver 
us from thoſe Principles that tend to ſuch Practioes. 
J 55 % - 
Tour Humble Servagts . 
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t is faid, That Mr: Conper, in 4 Letter 40 Mr. Gerdes, 

gave ſome: Riſe to all this: And Mr. Cowper, to vindicate him 
elf, wrote to Mr. Gordon; whoſe Return ſays," he were nor 
oing to Edinburgh, he would give him a Double of his Letter. 

tr's ftrange, he ſent him not the Principal. In the Poſtſcript he 
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Tis certain, that Mr. Cowper preaching: the Lord's Pay im- 
mediately after in Pittenmtem, took notice of the Murder, 
which at leaſt makes him guilty of ſinful Silence. Neither did 
Mr. Gordon, in his Letter to Mr. Camper, make any Regrate for 
it: And this ſome conſtrue to be a Iuſtifying of the horrid 
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Wickedneſs in both. LS HEE Es 
We are perſwaded, the Government will èxamine this Af- 
ir to the bottom, and lay little Streſs upon what the Magi- 
rares or Miniſter of Pittenweem will ſay to ſmooth over the 

Matter; ſeeing it's very well known, that either of them 
could have quaſk'd the Rahble, and. prevented that Murder, 
if they had appeared zealous againſt it. 5 1 > 


I am ſorry I have no better News to tell you. Gop deliver 
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